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NATIONAL ISLAMIC COUNCIL FORMED 

1 . FIRST SESSION OF GUINEA'S NEWLY FORMED NATIONAL 
ISLAMIC COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 30 - OCTOBER 4 IN CONAKRY 
AGAIN ILLUSTRATED PRESIDENT TOURE'S EFFORT IN RECENT 
YEARS TO HARNESS ISLAM BOTH FOR INTERNAL AND FOREIGN 
BENEFIT. HEAVILY COVERED BY MEDIA, SESSION CONVENED 
SOME 60 MUSLIM FIGURES WHO APPROVED A 12-MEMBER COUNCIL 
HEADED BY PARTY FIGURE REPUTED TO BE DEVOUT BELIEVER EL 
HADJ NABIANOU CHERIF, FARANAH REGION MINISTER OF RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT. 

2. TOURE'S EKYNOTE ADDRESS, VIRTUALLY A MUSLIM SERMON, 
PARADOXICALLY CAST PARTY'S LEADER AS, IN EFFECT GUINEA'S CHIEF 
MULLAH AS WELL, AND DREW "DIALECTICAL BOND"BETWEEN 
RELIGION AND REVOLUTION. SESSION’S EMPHASIS WAS ON 
"DEVELOPING " ISLAM WITH "NEW VIGOR" AS INSTRUMENT OF 
"NATIONAL UNITY” AND THE "PROGRESSIVE WILL," AND ON 
WIDENING GUINEA'S VISIBILITY IN MUSLIM WORLD. 

3. TOURE'S HIGHLIGHTING OF ISLAM NOT ONLY SEEKS TO 
INTERPRET PARTY GOALS THROUGH MUSLIM FORMS MORE CON- 
GENIAL TO TRADITION-MINDED MASSES AND QUALIFY GUINEA 
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STATES AS LIBYA AND SAUDI ARABIA, BUT- ACCORDING TO 
SEVERAL ARAB DIPLOMATS - SEEMED MEANT ALSO AS COMPENSA- 
TING GESTURE TOWARD FOULAHS HIT BY "ANTI-RACISR" DRIVE 
THIS YEAR. ARAB OBSERVERS NOTED THAT ONLY PARTICIPANTS 
ON SESSION'S DAIS BESIDES COUNCIL MEMBERS WERE FOULAH 
MUSLIMS FROM LABE. FOULAHS ARE REGARDED AS MOST 
"ARABIZED" OF GUINEAN TRIBES. 

HARROP 
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